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German Scholars

What is there to marvel at if the country is everywhere so full
of magicians? Let us rather marvel at the German madness,
and the great ignorance of those who bear the name of
scholars.                                     FRIEDRICH VON SPEE, 1631

Our great intellects are rarely scholars, and our scholars are
rarely great intellects.     GOTTHOLD EPHRAIM LESSING, 1759

I hear that a German professor at Halle has written of the art
of the ancients : a plague wherewith the German scribblers are
beginning to be infected : If only these inexperienced bunglers
would stick to logic and metaphysics, or find something else

tO do!                            JOHANN JOACHIM WINCKELMANN,  1767

It is astonishing how many scholars in Germany accumulate
knowledge merely in order to show it off.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1742-1799

Many of our very mediocre scholars might have been
greater men if they had not read so much.

GEORG CHRISTOPH LICHTENBERG,  1742-1799

In Germany we have a host of scholars who can promptly
throw themselves, as we say, into a special subject. These
people secretly marvel at themselves, for being able so
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